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We have one thing to thank the Pandemic for.
We were given an opportunity to look through
the cameras from all across the world, without
even being hired by the government.
I am grateful to have met the sharp-witted, the
outspoken and those with the unswerving
commitment to excellence; often overlapping.
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I'm grateful for the

I was happy seeing delegates

YISMUN experience.

and journalists coming up

The pandemic can't stop the

with such intellectual

youth involvement in

thoughts and going through

solution of world problems.

the journey to triumph.

Everyone has a story

This conference was a great

stirring and I'm glad we

way to evanesce our sulk

could showcase them in
the newsletter.

Editor

regarding the ongoing
pandemic.

Editor

From the Secretary General's
desk; Literally.
Honorable delegates, respected chairs, and esteemed Secretariat,
This conference began several weeks ago as a simple idea: just like many of
you, I was a student stuck at home, bored with quarantine, emptied of
motivation to do my online assignments, missing my friends. I attended a few
regional Model UN meetings online, and it made me realize that not only am
I learning through virtual platforms, students all over the world are. When the
world’s education shifts to online, then suddenly former barriers for a
conference like this begin to disappear. The expenses, the travel, the logistics
once necessary for an international event? Gone. So this got me thinking:
why not plan a virtual Model UN conference open to delegates from
anywhere in the world? After weeks of outreach, research, and organization,
it’s truly rewarding to see our hard work turn an idea into a reality.
If we recognize the power in actively listening to others and validating their
life experiences, it can go a long way. Climate change could be slowed if
lawmakers, diplomats, and corporate executives acknowledge climate science
and activism over the profits of business status quo. The heated tensions over
racism may be cooled if those who find themselves privileged acknowledge
the history and the humanity of those who are oppressed.
Open-minded communication can unite diverse groups of people to brighten
our future, just as we have done here at YISMUN. Model UN is so much
more than a school club because it encourages political discourse open to all
points of view. Imagine what the world would be if we carry this mindset
through our universities and careers and future successes-- let us continue to
debate, to dissent, to openly listen, human rights and global cooperation is no
longer a hope, but a reality.

Sending my best wishes for the conference,
Taryn M. Riddle
YISMUN 2020 Secretary General

United Nations High
Commission for
Refugees
Agenda: Climate change and forced displacement.
DENYING THE INEVITABLE
BY SUENU RAHMAT A.
The 1951 United Nations (UN) convention on refugees

deserves to be replicated by international bodies and

defined the term refugee as one who: owing to well-

countries at large. Trying to salvage the situation of

founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race,

climate refugees may be as good as sketching on

religion, nationality, membership of a particular social

plain air if there is no actual legal backing to

group or political opinion, is outside the country of his

support their status. The essential point in being a

nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is

refugee is that such a person requires refuge or

unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that

shelter in a particular domain. Mere words,

country; or who, not having a
nationality and being outside the country of his former
habitual residence, is unable or, owing to such fear, is
unwilling to return to it.
The above definition clearly is not adequate enough to
accommodate the position of people who are displaced by
adverse climate change effects, because none of the
above qualities fits in their situation. For a long time,
people displaced by climate change have been referred to
by the term 'climate refugees' by many, hoping that
perhaps, some day, they would be officially recognised
internationally as actual refugees.
In 2017, 68.5 million people were forcibly displaced by
climate change, more than at any point in human history.
Why then have they not yet been granted formal
international recognition? The answer to that is loaded in
a bulk of international immigration laws and
international politics.
The enthusiasm from the delegates of the United Nations
High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), in trying to
come up with probable solutions to the plight of people
affected by forced displacement is one that

phrased in a particular document should not be an
hindrance in accepting the obviousness of their
status.
The lack of definition for climate refugees have
caused setbacks in obtaining adequate information
about their situations, which in turn, have posed
hindrances in providing solutions to their plights.
International and local laws should be updated to
ascribe the status of refugees to people displaced by
climate change. It should be understood that
climate change may have not posed as many
challenges as it has today, when the
laws describing the qualifications of refugees were
made. Now however, that climate change is a big
issue, countries need to understand that climate
change is real and adopt policies that salvage the
adverse effects of it. As asserted earlier, trying to
salvage the situation with only surface solutions,
rather than enacting concrete and adequate laws
may only pose to be as good as sketching on plain
air; unnecessary and without any effect.
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LGBTQ+ youths faces particular

United
Nations
Human
Rights
Council

challenges education material
often assume students are
heterosexual and non-transgender.
This makes them more vulnerable
to exclusion due to the fact that
they do not have the opportunity
to develop network of support at
such an early stage of their lives;
they are mostly left out in sex
education which implies that they
are abnormal or not worthy of
inclusion.
Furthermore, societal taboos
surrounding LGBTQ+ identity
often render the implementation
of removing this bane from the
society extremely difficult. This is

Agenda- Addressing LGBT+ Rights and
Criminalization status worldwide.
GETTING IT RIGHT AND CHALLENGING THE STATUS QUO
BY OLAYINKA VICTORIA TOLUWANIMI

due to the fact that most people
see the LGBTQ+ individuals are
less human, unworthy of love and
care.
While the United Nations (UN)
has been working on making the

The LGBTQ+ community is often

Many medical practitioners in

LGBTQ+ society an inclusive and

stigmatised in various countries all

different member states deny the

integral part of member states,

over the world, they are

LGBTQ+ their rights

denial of certain rights for the

once they discover that an

LGBTQ+ still persist in various

individual belongs to this society

parts of these states.

discriminated against and left to
wallow in self-pity and spite.
According to a survey
carried out by Human Right
Campaign (HRC), “LGBTQ+ people

and are unprepared to take care
of them, hence this
discrimination experienced is

are more vulnerable to health risks of
Corona virus and are less likely to
have health coverage, are more
likely to smoke and have asthma and
a variety of chronic illness”The
LGBTQ+ society lack the resources

associated with a whole lots of
health outcomes. In defiance of
growing recognitions and legal
reinforcements in member states
and the UNHRC in large,

to better healthcare services,

discrimination still persists for

most of these individuals are often

LGBTQ+ people throughout

subjected to harsh working

their daily lives who are still

conditions and they receive threats

denied their rights to health

which takes a toll on well-being.

services and access to
government social safety net
programs.

The country is burdened
more by other important
rights, which are considered
to be superior to that of the
LGBTQ+ but
this doesn’t stop the country
from implementing rights for
LGBTQ+ society.
-Delegate of Somalia
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Social, Humanitarian
and Cultural
Committee
Agenda: Combating systematic racism in the 21st century.
BY AMUSAN ESTHER ADEOLA
Systemic racism is a form of racism that

Systematic racism requires in-depth analysis of how it

is seen as a normal practice within a society. It is

affects each specific state or race rather than a generalized

the existence of institutional systemic policies,
practices and economic and political structure that
place minority racial and ethnic group at

solution. There should be effective data collection on racial
discrimination in each race or state as this will make it
easier to combat this racism. There should be efforts to

disadvantage in relation to an institution’s racial
or ethnic majority. It can lead to discrimination
over issues in criminal justice, employment, and
housing among other issues. It can manifest in

promote social inclusion of people who are discriminated
based on race and ethnicity which is a more deliberate
process to embrace all persons leading to greater equality

two ways- institutional racism, which derives

and tolerance.

from individuals carrying out the dictates of other

Viewing the ‘George Floyd’ case, there are currently

who are prejudiced or of a prejudiced society, and

peaceful protests going on in the

structural racism, where the inequalities rooted in

UnitedStates of America,

the operation of a society exclude substantial
number of particular groups from significant

concerning his brutal
murder. There are

social participation.
Systemic racism can be seen in attitudes that
amount to discrimination through prejudice,
thoughtlessness and racist stereotyping which

different campaigns
;like ‘Black Lives
Matter’ and ‘Black

disadvantage minority ethnic

Tuesdays’. The Civil

group.

societies and NGOs can

Additionally, it can be seen in racial profiling by

be very instrumental in

security guards and police, race-based barriers to

combating systemic

gain employment and professional advancement,

racism. Member states should

the difference in public school budget (as in the

come up with favourable

US), restrictive housing contracts and banking

policies to aid this fight against

lending policies.

racial discrimination.

The important question
according to Tom Inglesby

World Health
Organisation

(World Economic Forum), is
how a potential pandemic
can be recognised and
prevented from turning into a
pandemic. States should
adopt strategies such as,
spreading information on the
seriousness of the virus, train
unemployed individuals into

Agenda- Reflections on COVID-19 to build
future Global Pandemic Strategy

the health sector, and create a
safe environment for health
workers. Therefore
preventing them from being
over pressurised in such
circumstances. States should
invest in human capabilities
that can discover
vaccines for novel diseases
within a short period and
ensure the national security
system is prepared to
respond actively to policies
made to contain the
pandemic.

HEALTH IS WEALTH
BY ADEBAYO ADEBUSOLA
A reflection on the COVID-19 virus

Increased Human-animal contact in

pandemic has brought about a

recent times is a prominent cause of

realisation globally, that a strong

novel viruses, and as such policies

leading government is as important as

should be created to tackle them as

an adequate institutionalised health

they develop in future. In some

sector in the occurrence of a

countries, the leaders are not well

pandemic. COVID-19 has not only

versed in health issues and are

increased fatality rate, but has also

therefore mishandling it by enforcing

greatly damaged the world economy

wrong policies. Some are short of

with the Gross Domestic Product

health amenities, inadequate numbers

(GDP)in both affected and unaffected

of professional health workers,

countries.

shortage or no to aiding resources for

However it is dutiful to

note that the unexpected outcome has
shed light on the need to invest in the
health sector, as it’s breakdown could
disrupt the socioeconomic sector.

the people. Issues on the declined
growth of the economy and absence of
technological frameworks through
which basic social activities could be
undertaken.

Countries should
work in
collaboration
instead of playing
the game of shifting
blames. China has
also adopted
initiatives in aiding
World Health
Organisation and
other
underdeveloped
countries.
-Delegate of China

International
Atomic Energy
Agency
Agenda- Nuclear Power: Clean energy of the future
or dangerous weapons of the past?
THE RISE AND FALL OF NUCLEAR-ISM
BY CHITVAN GARG
Our delegates with their firm mind like the

The delegate of China was questioned about

red sun standing in the blush of dawn took

the country's POV on the ‘testing of the

strong decisions to work for better

accuracy of nuclear weapons on other planets

sustainability of the clean fuel resources for

like mars then testing them on earth '. The

the benefit of near and better future. Our

country replied with a straight 'NO' since it

delegates showed their vibrancy and interest

believes in not using space for

in the discussion on a matter which has been

weaponisation.

lingering in the minds of many nations

The countries enrolled themselves in

regarding the use of clean energy for the

unmoderated caucuses and the delegates were

future or the dangerous weapons of the past.

raising voices making the virtual echoes to

The committee session - 1 started with the

occur in two very different countries. They

agenda of the discussion of knowledge about

worked hard , researched deep , managed to

the country's politics, foreign policies and

come to conclusions and thus the faces of each

their perspective on nuclear energy. The

delegate behind their phones , laptops ,

General Speakers List was filled with the

desktops etc. made the conclusion of

voices of several countries like France,

worldwide happiness and safety. They shut

Germany, China who were emphasising upon

their electronic devices with the satisfaction of

their own stand in the topic of " nuclear

the world peace to be concluded. The

energy".

delegates were assured during this 2 day

The session was continued with a press

virtual connectivity that they had done justice

conference to have a general look on the

to the past and framed the future for the use of

committee as well as the agenda through the

nuclear power.

eye of a reporter.
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United Nations Women
Agenda: Increasing political participation and leadership of women

SHEROES
BY CHITVAN GARG
In this world full of tactics and problems ; here we come to another
MUN which is held to prevail justice and equality for the people.The
women rights is a topic of discussion since a long run and thus needs

The argument
of the broken
window pane is
the most
valuable
argument in
modern politics.
-Emmeline
Pankhurst

much attention in today's world. There is no day passed in the world
where one cannot see any case of women rape in any country , any city
or any area even during this pandemic. The devils eyes of the rapists are
not scared of the Coronavirus. They just want there body's needs to be
fulfilled ; and these rapists have some unknown body needs. They need a
woman to be raped and thus wants to continue with the happiness which
they find in the same.
Many girls suffer the discrimination based on gender. Girls in schools
are pulled aside and told that their skirts are too short ; their shirt is too
tight which is making their chest visible. The reason for being pull aside
and told with these stuff is that the skirt length and the fitting of the shirt
distracts boys and male teachers. The teachers are rarely heard
telling boys to not objectify girls. The teachers are never pointing or
pulling out boys for staring at a girl.
As said and suggested as well that a county's good women condition can
be assured by the political participation and leadership of women.
Germany for example is a country which s one of the women ruling
countries since 2005 by Angela Merkel. The country is doing
well as known by all the countries and the UN as well.
The header of the article which is ' SHEROES ' suggests and points
towards the rising up of a women when said verbally ; whereas when
seen an S in front of the word ' HEROES in it suggest the women being
heroes of the world they are the super
heroes and thus are meant to lead.
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United Nations
Security Council
Agenda: The ongoing Proxy war and
humanitarian crisis in Yemen

POSSE PROXY
BY EMMANUELLA AIYEOLA
Yemen is currently facing the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.
This is caused by the war which has been on for over 16 years in
the country between two factions- the Hadi faction currently
backed up by Saudi Arabia and the Houthis currently backed up by
the Iran government. Due to the war, an estimate of 85,000 children
have died from extreme hunger and about 80% of the population
need some form of humanitarian assistance.
International Organizations, countries and the United Nations
particularly the United NationsSecurity Council (UNSC) have been
doing all they can to help stop the proxy war going on in Yemen.
It could be seen that the proxy war in Yemen is an extension of the
Iran-Saudi Arabia conflict and as a means to combat Iranian
influence in the region, with Yemen taking the heat. The war not
only disrupts the political space in Yemen, it also occasioned
insecurity and economic stagnation.
In order to put an end to the ongoing war in Yemen, we all have to
do our very best and a comprise has to be reached between the two
opposing sides. A diplomatic way is the best way of settling this; it
could be proposed that a neutral third party should assist in
understanding both parties and find an underlining or a common
interest in bringing the war to an end.

Peace does
not mean just
to stop wars,
but also to
stop
oppression
and injustice
-Tawwakol
Karman

EDITORIAL COLUMN

WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION
The Memoirs of an Indian
-Varalika Singh
It is a sultry June afternoon. The screens in front of you are doused in bold
headlines

of

“COVID-19

victims”

and

“the

diseased”.

A

feeling

of

restlessness gnaws at your peace of mind but you quell this distress by later
evening,

recounting

happy

anecdotes

from

the

past.

The

echoes

of

ambulances speeding to the hospital die down in the cacophony of the
television serial. But what about a girl of 17, who, after four days of silence,
is being handed the death
certificate of her mother?
The COVID-19 pandemic has undoubtedly cast a shroud over our normalcydriven lives. It has whittled through the barricades of strained political ties
and brought forward the unified nature of humanity. Only by solidarity,
mutual support and a firmness of purpose can the international community
overcome the devastation caused by this baneful crisis. It has compelled
world leaders to suspend their diplomatic dichotomy and steer the panicstricken citizenry of their nations to a state of composure.
The virus does not respect stature, borders or identity. One of the most
common misconceptions about the coronavirus is that it treats us all equal,
for it indisputably does not. It exposes the inequality entrenched in our
society; the elderly, immunocompromised and the ill-equipped healthcare
workers are at the frontline of vulnerability and distress. It is my privilege
that allows me to sit at the tranquility of my desk, writing this article. The
plight of migrant workers, the loss of jobs, incomes and the crumbs of
respect they once possessed, has thrust them into more darkness than ever
before. Equity over equality sketches the parallels between our contemporary
model that advocates the status of being ‘equal’, to one that treats everyone
justly according to their circumstances.In this battlefield of idealism and
realism, both sides compute a thorough revision of provision of basic human
rights to every individual.

Parallel to the health emergency, there has been an undisputable disruption
of social, economic, environmental and political frameworks. This has
compelled their architects to discern what needs to be mended, delicately
illustrating

that

humankind

has

it

has

been

adorned

its

broken
halls

for

a

with

long

time.

The

achievements,

history

triumphs

of

over

persecution and the pursuit of a world bolstered by righteous principles and
ideas.

Cooperation

and

collaboration

bolster

the

course

of

accomplishments, whilst understandably becoming critical to our survival.
The propagation of misinformation by politicians, including heads of state
of global superpowers such as the United States has wrapped into broader
discussion the imperative need for transparency in expertise of all those
who hold positions of importance, world leaders and scientists.

Prudence not Principles should be the proactive approach for governments
to

employ

in

order

to

maintain

social

and

political

order.

Muslims,

a

minority community of 200 million in India, have been wrenched and
scourged at the hands of spiteful human impulses; blaming the wrongs and
calamities

on

those

who

are

different.

This

is

not

the

hour

for

discriminatory narratives but the hour for distributing the priceless elixir of
humaneness

and

compassion.

An

upsurge

of

romanticising

the

racism

against the Black race while dismissing the multifaceted discrimination in
our own community is a deeply-rooted vice of a large populace. This
lockdown

is

the

perfect

time

for

educating

oneself,

embracing

their

domestic roots and a rational understanding of one’s individuality.

The

lockdown

has

surfaced

new

ideas

forced

in

confrontations

with

ourselves, our community and our worldview. It has demonstrated what is
essential for the well-being of the human-race in its entirety. Decidedly so,
this

period

will

be

emblazoned

‘the

pandemic’

on

the

textbooks

of

generations to come. One of the darkest periods in our lives will mark the
onset of chronicles of deeper gratitude, seething unrest and manifestly, the
aspirations of stronger civil societies and morally understood accords of
solidarity.

THE CANDID NETWORK
INC.
Submitted by our Delegation

"To be perfectly candid, my committee is the bomb: a nuclear
bomb."- IAEA delegate
"To be perfectly candid, I would be a billionaire if I got a Penny for
each time South Africa moved the motion for a moderated
caucus."- UNSC delegate
"To be perfectly candid, the delegate of USA, you were rapping like
Eminem throughout the committee."- WHO delegate

"To be perfectly candid, all delegates leave when the chair asks to
vote."- IAEA delegate

"To be perfectly candid, no formal clothing equals no stress and I
get to attend the conference without having a bath."- UNW
delegate
"To be perfectly candid, yea."- UNSC delegate
"To be perfectly candid, Members of the EB in UNHRC and the
Editor-in-chief, before the press conference, were discussing the
biggest scare of a delegate; a journalist.- UNHRC delegate

